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R v o ig e ) mas A
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
THE LAST OF MR. ADAMS IN THIS CITY.

- “Under the escort of a numerous committee of
Members of tife House of Representatives, the mortal
the venerable and distinguished Ex-
President Apaws wereon Monday,] at ten o'clock
placed in a ear set apart for that purpose, and con-
veyed hence to the city of Baltimore, on their way

On their arrival at Baltimore, every demon-

great and virtuovs man.

THE SUPREME COURT.

The House of Representatives found ilself en-
gaged on Monday in the discussion of a subject of
much more than common importance, in the form
«of a bill to authorize the Supreme Court to hold its
sittings for two continuous years, for the purpose

has accumulated upon its dockel’; the Judges to fe
relieved from ecircuit duty daring that period of
time, unless in cases deemed necessary to be made
exceptions, and to have power to adjourn from time
to time, and to hold their sittings atsuch times and
with such intervals as the pressure of business
may permit and require.

After debate, and the refusal of a motion to lay
the bill upon the table, it was amended by limiting
the term to one year, and in this shape was passED
by the House and sent to the Senate for concurrence.
: -

THE EXECUTIVE AND CONGRESS,

An important part of the onerous duties of the
government paper appears 1o be to assail Congress
with all sorts of wordy and windy epithets, on any
occasion or on no occasion. An article of this
kind appeared in the * Union" of Friday nizt.

in which Congress are scolded at a round rate be-
cause they have not passed as many acts thus far
at this session as the venerable Editor would l{are
liked. Thus says he:

“The Congress of the United States has now
* been in session for three long tedious months ;
« and not an efficient bill has been passed for the
¢ public service of the war! We call the attention
Instead of
¢ works, we have words, words, worps! The
« friends of the Administration in the Senate have

¢+ They are unable to bring the debate 1o a close
¢ for the want of a previous question ; and, in the
¢ House of Representatives, where the Whigs have
¢ acquired an accidental and factitious majority,
+ twelve weeks have passed in idle, unavailing dis-

And to this statement the Editor appends a list
of the tiles of fourfeen acts and one joint resolu-
tion, comprising, as he says, all that have passed
since Congress met.

Grant him all his premises, and what are the facts ?
Why, that his own political friends have, with a
large majority in the Senate, allowed the passage
of the Ten Regiment Bill to be delayed when they
could have done otherwise. They had their own
reasons, in the latter part of the discussion, for not
pressing it 1o a vote—and very sufficient reasons
we have no doubt they were—in proof of which it

is enough to state that they themselves continued’

to debate it until the arrival of the Treaty put
(what we trust will be) a .inal slop to it.

" With regard to the House of Representatives,
we have not, since the eommencement of the reign
of the present political Dynasty, had as orde ly or
as working a House of Representatives as the pre-
sent. We challenge a comparison between the ac-
tion of that body during the past “ twelve weeks”
and that of the last House of Representafives, in
which the Administration had a majority of nearly
two to one, during the same precise period of its
first session. Upon the 3d of March (the date
taken by the “ Union ") instead of the number of
acts ‘and resolutions passed at this session, there
had passed but seven acts and fwo joint resolutions;
and up to the memorable 13th of May of that
year—more (han two months later than the present
date—t/at Congress had passed only fwelve acts,
to which, on the day mentioned, the two war acts
were hastily added, bringing the number up to four-
teen, the exact numbes already passed by the pre-
sent Congress, :

We expect our venerable neighbor, after this ex-
position, to be as obstinately mute for the future
upon this matter as he has been upon the questions
we put to him two or three weeks ago, for further
information, as to the person, place, and process of
the manufacture in this country of British opinion
gpon the War, and upon the SBubtreasury, to be re-
imported to the United States for the American
market. Seriously, however, let us add, if he was
himself imposed upon by this connterfeit, as very
likely he was, he ought to  acknowledze the corn.”

The State Democratic Convention of Penssvi-
vaxiA, which met at Harrisburg on Saturday last,
nominated the Hon. James Bucnaxax (now Secre-
tary of State) as their preferred candidate for the
office of President of the United States at the next

election. The vole of the Convention was as fol-
fows :
James Bachanan .. .....o00iviian i 84 voles,
Goorge M. Dallae. .......co000uninies 34
Lewis Cass. . ..... TS T e 1«
Martin Van Baren. . .......... ST 5

Manixzs,—A body of one bundred aud eighty-one fine
looking fellows, belonging to the marine corps, left the Phila-
delpbin navy yard on Satarday moralug for New York.
Their destination is the Isthmus of Tehuantepee, under com-
mand of Licut. Watson.— Philadelphia paper.

What business have they there? Is our Presi-
dent going to lay the fonndation of a new war be-
fore he has disposed of the old one ?'—Nat. Jatel.

FROM VERA LRUZ.

By way of New Orleaus we have dates from Vera
Cruz to the 21st ultima. There is nothing later
from the city of Mexico.

The most interesting itgm of intelligence consists
of a rumor that SanTa Anna is about to leave his

Vera Cruz in four or fivedays. It is stated that he
is provided witha passport granted by the Mexican
Government and countersigned by Gen. Scorr,

The ship ‘Minesata, of 800 tonw, Captain Allen, i sdver-
tised in the Bouisvile Journal to sail diteet from tlint place 1o
Livorgol on the 11th instant. A ship of 800 t.ns, built,
manned, and freighted 1,600 miles inland from the ocean !
In truth this is becondng a great country ! .

The Chicago Daly Trbuue says that David Kennison
the famous party who made a dish of
ton in Boston hatbor, is living in that city ot the ~dwanesd

MAJOR GENERAL SBCOTT.—HIS RECALL FORE-
TOLD IN THE CITY OF MEXICO, &e.

The following extract from one of the letters re-
cently received in thie city from the capital of the
Republic of Mexico may help to throw some light
upon rather a grave subject involving the public
interest, and which, sooner or later, must come to
be better understood than it now is:

“ Curx ov Mexico, Jaxvany 13, 1848,

“ General Prizow and —— — are still in
arrest, wailing for a general court martial to be ordered at
Washington, on charges forwarded by the commanding Gene-
ral to the Beeretary of War in November.' It is under-
stood here that these officers have demanded the recall of
General Scorr, and I hear- it said that General Provow is
reckoned to be quite in the confidence of the President, the
dispenser of his rewards, &c. * * * It s said here that
the President will probably not sllow General Piuiow (o be
tried ; that is, it is so believed by P, and his friends. Nous
verrons.” i

True enough: the President has quashed the
trial of Gen. WortH, by refusing 1o order a court
martial, choosing, rather to institule an inferior court
of mere inquiry, before which he has, to the amaze-
ment of the country,, d also the Commander
of the Army, (by whom the churge against Gen. W,
was preferred,) WinrieLp Scort, the great Captain
of the age. Yes, in the midst of his brilliant and
'luw!i&‘l career, at a crisis of the highest national
concern, has the President arrested the victorious
General, and transferred the high trust he so ably
bore to one of the volunteer officers of his own ere-
ation, who, if he be born a General, certainly, as
yet, has but litle of the experience of one.

We believe that the ill-treatment (should we err
if we call it persecution?) of this accomplished
General and Statesman, by the President and his
Cabinet, is without parallel in the history of en-
lightened Governments of the world.

Is there not %ood reason to apprehend that this
untoward aet,of the Executive—the change of the
Commander of our Army in the heart of Mexico—
may result in the renewal of the war?

‘The eccasion is apt for recalling to our readers
the memory of the admirable letter from Gen. Tav-
LoR to the Secretary of War, so recently brought to
light, in which that distinguished soldier so well
parries the blow covertly aimed a year ago at the
old Hero by the out-streiched arm of Execulive

wer. The true view of this case, so happily
illustrated in the fable of Esop, applies with equal
force in the present instance of Lixecutive dis-
pleasure.

One might really suppose that these great Gene-
rals have been rather too suceessful in leading our
cohorts to viclory. A suspicious temper might
perhaps infer a seeret pur]posc of the powers that be
to defer the peace a little longer, and to prolong the
flow of blood and treasure, that some new-made
Generalissimo may perchance win for himself an
amaranthine erown more acceptable, because more
available, to the votaries of the “ progressive Demo-
eracy” of this our age. We have indeed heard
such a surmise made by others. Be the fact as it
may, the mandate has ervidently gome abroad:
“ Down witlf the Whig Generals ! Off with. their
“ heads ! They have been too successful for their
“ country’s good I’

THE WAR SPIRIT REVIVING. |,

The war spirit yet, even in contemplation of the
ratification of u Treaty of Peace with Mexico, ani-
‘mates the bosom of our bellicose and belligerent
Administration. Hear the latest strain of its organ !

*“ The real question now before the people is, whether the
Whigs in Congress, after the ratification of the treaty by the
Senate, will vote for such war measures of precaotion and
preparation as are nececeary to muke that ratification ¢ffectual,
by presenting our Government in such an attitude and aspect
before our enemy o, will ensure us against all chanceof vacil-
latton or bad faith on the part of the Mexican rulers. This
can be done, and should be done without delay. Let the ten
regiment bill be so passed, with the loan bill in a shape ade-
quate to supply the Treasury, and our Government, thus pro-
vided with the means of vigorous war, can caleulale surely
upen the unwillingness of Mexico to proveke such war on our
part, by receding from the basis of pacification to which her
commissioners have sgreed,” &c.— Union of Monday night.

And thus, again:

“ Assuming, then, the ratification of the treaty, we say that
the question now pressing upon the Whigz party is, whether
they will refuse or delay the measares of preparation proposed
and demanded by the Government for soch an objeet. ' To this
question the Whigs, il thcy be the party of peace, ns they say
they are—if, in fact, they be not wholly indiferent 1o pence,
o1 opposed to it—to this question, o presented, they can have
but one answer."

We were about to make a {ew remarks on this
new-born zeal for the passage of a bill 1o raise an
additional Regular Ariny of Ten or Eleven Thou-
sand men, (including some four or five hundred
Commissioned Officers, Colonels, Lieutenant Colo-
nels, Majors, Captains, First and Second Lieuten-
ants, Surgeons and Assistant Surgeon’s, Paymasters,
Quartermasters, Commissaries, &c.) at the moment
when the * Union™ itself calculutes upon a Peace,
when we met, in the Cincinnati Gazette, with the
following, so entirely applicable 10 the case that,
transferring it to our columns, we have no occasion
to add a single word of our own 10 it :

FROM THE CINCINNATI GAzETTE OF MAncH 2,
“PUT THIS AND THAT TOGETHER.”

Tuis.~~We have now in Mexico. between forty and fifty
thoueand troops, besides existing authority to mise several
thousand men and fill up the reduced roziments now in the
field. Mexico is prostrate—without an army, or the means
of raising one, to fight us. 8o hambled in spirit has she be-
come, as well as impotent in physieal resistance, that we are ad-
vised by the last arrival of the ** eanquest™ of a city of twenty
thousand inhabitants by three hundred ond fily Ameriean
troops, and the establishmont of & mired government of the
civil and military over them without resistance.

In wddition to thia, military operations ate suspended by a
treaty of peace, which haw been received by the President and
by him communicated to the Senate. .

Now Tnar. » the of the , while the
Treaty is before the Senate, with **hot haste” presses the
passage of the Lill W mi-o fen additional regiments—ien thou.
sand more men—for the vigorous prasecution of the Mexi-
can war !

Pat this and faf together, and what does it mean > More
troops are surely not wanted ; the Mexicans are conquered |
hostilitics are suspended § o treaty of peace is negotinted.
Why, then, the necessity of ten more’ regiments ! Ta it to
make a “powerful demonstration to frighten the suldued
Mexicans,” as Mr. declared ! Most assoredly not.
The secret and trae reason for all this is, that a la'ge amount
ol Executive patronage is connected with the ten regiment
bill—hundceds of partisan politicians are erying for ** spofls,”
and aro impatiently waiting for eommissions in the ten regi-
ments. A Presidential election is sppronching, help is want-
ed, and therefore a desperate effort i to be made to prse an
unnecersary bill to extend Lxeculive patropage.  Such is the
me:ning and object of this and thaty when puf tagether.

*SANTA ANNA'S RETIREMENT.

T'here is no reason 10 doubt (says the New Or-
leans Delia) the wath of the report brought by the
Edith, that the great Mexican, whose energy has
sustained this war and communieated whatever of
vigor has characicrized the defence of Mexico, had
rocoived hus passports from our Commander-in-
chief, and ere this has arrived in Vera Croz on his
way 1o forcign parte. A gentleman now in thie city
saw the leuer 1w General T'wices from General
Scort, directing the former 1 allow Gen, Santa
AnNa to depart in peace from Vera Cruz. The
retirement of Saxta ANNA in & death-blow to the

war party.

()

SOLDIERS’ BOUNTY LANDS.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Mancu 7, 1843,

“ Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, from the Committce on Public
Lands, reported a bill 1o amend an sct entitled “* An sct to
raiga for a limited time an additionsl military furce and for
other purposes,” approved Febroary 11, 1847, Read a firat
and second time. : '

Mr. EVANS desired the bill to be put upon its passage
immedistely. He would only remark, for the informaiion
of the House, that some of the most meritorious men, non-
commissioned officers and privates, who served their country
in Mexico, were by the sct

were eom 10 accept tion, all their otficers having
been kilied on the battle-field ; they were, therefore, abaolute-
Iy compelled tonceept promotion, and it would be the grossest
act of Ejul.ieo to refuse to pass this bill.  He hoped no ob-
jection woald be. offered to obstruct its passage, so that those
meritorious men who so signally distinguishéd themselves in
the Mexican war might receive their 160 ncres of land, He
moved that the bill be put on its passage,

Mr. RICHARDSON had no objection to the paseage of
this bill ; nay, he wes in favor of its passage ; but he thought
it required some amendment 1o obviale difficulties which he

foresee, if it were passed in the shape in which it now

was, ‘T'he bill provides, if he understood it correctly, that
all the non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates,
who bad been promoted, should be entitled to their bounty
land. - In many cases—it was so with those who went fiom
the Siate of Illinois'and some other Slates also—the officers
werg chosen after the* companies were formed at the place of
rendezvous ; the oflicers then appointed were musiered as
privates, and by the provisions of thia bill were as much en-
titled to their bounty' land as any others. Now, an amend-
ment should be made to the bill to correct this ; for even the
rivates were not entitled to bounty lands according to exist-

military opérations, There were, however, many reasons
why the general provisions of this or some such bill should |
be passed. He remembered that in the corps to which he be-
longed, and other corps in the régiment in which he served in
Mexico, officers were cut down, and if it had been known that
the construction now given by the Department were to be put
upon the law of 1847, it would have been imposzible to have
officered those companies, for their commissious were not a
sufficlent compensation o' them for the loss of their land.
He proposed to umend the bill by adding to the first section
the words : ¢ Provided they shall have been elected or pro-
moted after reaching the place of military operations.” |

Mr. HASKELL eaid that this bill had before the Com-
mitteo on Military Affairs, who had been almost unanimously
in its favor ; and he was very glad that the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. Evang) had now introduced it; and us the
bill wus so obviously just and fair, he earnestly hoped that
gentlemen would sid those who felt ially interested in its
passuge in getting it through the House without delsy. He
trusted the bill would be suffered 1o pass now, and would not
be delayed by further referring it.

It was not often, Mr. H. observed, that he troubled the
House with any remarks of his, nor should he now have ri-
sen were it not for the peculiar interest he took in the sue-
cess of the bill in bebalf of those with whom he had been as-
sociated in the service. The regiment to which he bad late-
ly been attached in Mexico bad been organized upon the field,
the men who composed it having lefi T'ennessee in companies.
The regiment, as such, had not been organized until two
maonths afier its members had been mustered into the service.
‘I'bere was not an officer in it who Lad not first served as a
private for more than two months. The War Department
had so construed the law granting bounty land to volunteers
who should have served till they were honorably discharged,
that when a soldier have been promoted from the ranks
and received a commi as an officer, he should be no lon-
ger entitled to his bounty land, he nol having served as a

Should this very siogular construction of the law receive
the sanction of Uongress it would operate in this way : A
private who should muster into the service to-day and should
march to-morrow, and on the march—that was, on to-mor-
row—should fall sick or receive some bodily injury, and be
reported by the surgeon as disabled, and thereupon be dis-
charged, would roceive his foll amount of bounty land from
the Government, though be had actoally served but one day,
bocause he had been mustered mto the service and duly dis-
charged. But, under the same decision, should be muster
to-day and should econtinue to serve for eleven months and
twenty days, and for his meritsrious services should be
promoted and commissioned, he would be deprived of the re-
ward provided for bim by the Government, and originally set
apart as o stimulus to a faithiul Jischarge of duty, and as an
inducement 1o enter into the military service of his coantry.
Under such a construetion os this the law did not operate
fairly ; and surely it must strike every reasonable man ss ro
more than jost that a prisate, though commissioned afterward
as an officer, should ot on that account be stripped of his
right to his bounty land. The fuct of his having been thus
honored ought surely to constitute no disability. The fact of
his promotion, on the contrary, | the inference that
he had served faithfully as agrivate, although he had not
heen *“honorably discharged, the words of the law. Was

it fair that if a man, after serving as a private, should be dis- 1
charged, he mwust receive his land, but it, instead of being
discharged, he was promoted, he should not > If any differ-

of 1847 deprived of their bounty
lands. There were cases without number where privates |

og laws if they weie disbanded Lefore reaching the seat of | |

common soldier uniil he was discharged from the service. | § o

| statale-beck to reward their patriotic devotion.

d the operation of the Lill to men who had been
ed from the ranks in the actus! scat of war, nnd did
ond it to such as had received the choice of their com.
h before reaching the field. Mr. MeCU. thought
ound redson for such a distinction. When men
pagn otlicers at the rendezvous there inight not be as
on for extending to them the benefits of this' bill ;
private had served in the ranks till the necessilies
rvjee required and led to his promotion, ‘surely the
reason and equity of the provisions of the bill were strong and

LSON suid Le looked upon the question us one
merely of form.  T'he House, he believed, were preity gene-
rally ugreal thut vomething of the kind proposed ought to be
done, and i{ probably would be ; but utesn early period of the
seesion the Bubject had been referred to the Military Commit-
tee, who hid reported a bi | baving this very object in view.
Mr. EVANS here interposed to say thit the gentleman was
not probally aware that this Lill bad within cnly four days
past heen reforred to the Committee on Public Lands, who
had reporfd it now to the House, T'he commities were bound

aguin to sfy that the Military Committee had reported a bill for

this objee§ which hud, with their assent, been referied to'the
Committe} of the Whole on the state of the Union, The com-
mittee hadnot thought themselves infallible ; they considered it
possi they wight have erred, and they were not afraid

ir work thoroughly examined. The gentleman
and (Mr, Evaxs) now said that the bill had been
ated from the Committee on Public Lands. Well,
i could arise from m‘min;; it to the Committes of
olf on the state of the Union * - Mr. H. did not insist
Aflairs, because that committee had already
goject befure them ; but he thought there was wisdom
in referring it to the Committee of the Whole on the state of
ion} where its provisions might go a thorough ex-
arination| - The gentleman from Ilinois (Mr. Ricuannsox)
had moveq an important amendment, and some other gentle-
y , had moved another : very possibly it might
h bill could be amended with advantage in other
particulars,  Lould any gentleman indulge the belief timt, if
now sent 1o a Commities of the Whole on the stute of the
Union, it woulld be suffered to lie neglected during the whole
of the residue of this syesion *

[Several voices. “‘Ves—we do."]

Mr. H. could not eptertain such n thought. He thought
it would be mueh betten to let the bill be examined than to
talpe it from the Committeg on Public Lands and at once pass
it. Its details were not known ; the bill had not even been

nted ; and its provisions had not been well considered.

hat harm could arise frym its reference ¥ Perhinps there
might be some points in thy bill as it came from the Commit-
tee en Public Lands better ten in that from the Military Com-
mittee, and rice versa. TheHouse had it net before them—it
had ot even been printed. | He hoped the Lill would be sent
to the Committee of the Wihole on the state of the Union,

Mr. EVANS here acceptdd ns a modification the amend-
ment proposed by Mr.sRicujrnsox.

Mr. POLLOCK said tha] he fully concurred in the merits
of the principle on which thy bill proceeded. There was cer-

under gircumstances ¢ had accepted his commission, it
was just ive him of his bounty land ' Was it ever the
. of ; w to exclude sach meg from the Lounty' of

pdment proposed by bis colleague (Mr. Ricuann-

never would receive an bonorable discharge : they were not
private soldiers, and vo others were entitiod to a discharge.
‘Therefore they ware not within the letter of the law,
Withia bis own kuow there were two or three pri
who had been elocted @ fow days of the expiration :
their term of service—receiving thus a few woeks' COmpEnsn-
tion as officers to the exclosion of their bounty lands, "This
was not just. [t was not the intention of either House of
Congress.  To supply the defeet, therefore, it was necessary:
fo pass a law imaking promotion equivalent o an Lonurable
arge,
It was said by the honorable gentleman from Pernuylvania

Committes of the Whole on the state of the Unjon, that'
other meritorious cases might be provided for. He should
waste no words or make no high-sounding declarations of his
readiness to extend bounty-land warrants to those who hind |
rendered wilitary sorvices in times ’gut. But Le would b
this, that the reference of this bill, for an objeet of this kil L
in all probability would be fatal, T send it tothe Committee
of the Whole on the state of the Union would be like sending
Jit-to kingdom come—io that bourne whence no traveller
relurns.  Bufficient 1o the day was the evil theseof.  They
had a proposition before them muking pravision for those
‘who, in the legislation of last Congress, were forgotten,  As
wise men let them keep it sej from every thing else.
This meritorious measure ougzlu;l:l to be strangled by an
entangling alliance. A
An houorable gentleman had said that this was a provision
involving a large amount of expenditure. This was n very
| @reat error. At the extent, there were not more than (wenly
to forty persons who had enlisted as privates, and who had
been clevated by election to the rank of officers. They might
receive scrip for §4,000.  This was the whole of the immenge
expenditure of which the gentleman spoke.
bere was no oceasion for referring the bill to the Cummit- |
tee of llgo Whale on the state of the Union. It was o mea-
sure which might be passed imnedistely without any such
reference, for it made no appropriation. It was declar
only in its provisions. It declared what was the intention of
a former Congress,  Itwas to make promotion ‘equivalent to
an honorable discharge. He hoped that those who honestly
‘desired to do justice to @ worthy, to the most worthy cluss of
men who went into the service of their country, would not
seek to strangle this bill, either by referring it to the Commit-
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union or by connetting
with it a provision for any other set of men whatever. Let
miﬁm which ought to be made for any other class of
ious individuals, whether the soldiers of the Revolu-
tion, of the war of 1812, or of the wars with the Indians,

Mr. Porrock) that it was desirabide to rvefer this bill to the |

THE SUPREME COURT.
HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES—Manca 6, 1844,

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLT, moved that thewulos be suspend
| ed for the purpose of taking up the bill supplemental fo the
act enfitled "' An act conecerning the Sapreme Court of the
Uanited Btates,” approved June 17, 1844, and the amendment
m;"e: by Mr. Bow s 1o the same. ”

motion was nareed Lo, snd the bi taken up.

Mr, J. R, INGERBOLL ;xplnirrﬂ l:;al: ::::nllil, opul‘gﬂ
the passage of this bill, reilerating the arguments when
it was last before the House.  He alsy replied fo objee-
tions made by the gentleman from Missourd, [Mr.mur.)
T'he bill proposed o relieve the judges of the Supreme Court
of the United States from attendinee on circuit for the term of
two years, for the purposs of enabling (hem 1o give their whole
atlention to the appeal docket, on which cases had greatly ac-
~cumulated. _He had been surprised 1o find that doubls were
entertained in some quarters whether any business could be
done by the district judges on circuit if ‘the Sopreme Couort

of the United Biates were discharged from that duty.
If there were any foree in that objection, the passaige of this
bill would have the effect of bringing the business on the cir-
cuits to a stand ; but, to show that it was based on error, he
referred 10 the act of Congress of the 20th of April, 1802
which would be found on page 158, vol. 2, of the siatutes at
large, which gave to the district judge alone the power to hojd
circuit courts at any and sll times. He read the fourth sec-
tion of that act to show that the power which he had specified
was given to the district judge,

He should be very reluctant to take away from the circuits
the learning and ability and. indastry of the circuit judges, if
he were not perfectly assured, fromample experience, of the
learning and ability and industry of the district judges them-
selyes. In the Penn ylvania district, after the death of Judge -
Baldwin, and during his sickness—a period of more than two
yenrs—all the business of the circuit was done by the district
jwdge, a man of great reputation, and the business was never
better done than during that time. The district judges were
men of ability, and they were perfectly competent to discharge
the duty that would develve upon them during the two years
that they would be deprived of the assistance of the circuit
judges by this bill, while the Supreme Court would thereby be
en to dispose of the cases on its calendar, which were
sccumulating, and the decision of which wus of pressing _

30
Mr. L then gave an historical review of the Supreme Court,

come vp in separate bills. They should he considered on
their own merits, each class standing by itself;, and the House
would be enabled to vote understandingly. |
Me. VINTON, remarking that the momning hour had some |
time since expired, and that, if the House went into Commit-
tee of the W hole on the state of the Union now, this would
be the first businessin the morning ; and in the mean time gen- |
tlemen would have an opportuni
of the bill, moved that the House resolve itself into Commit-
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arksnsas, wished to know if gentle-
men conld dispose of Lills here without auy action whatever ?
The SPEAKER replied that the mution to go into Com-
mittes of the Whole was always in order, :

Mr. Vixtox's motion being sgreed to, the House resolved
itself into Comumittee of the Whole, (Mr. HuxT in the chair,)
und ed 10 the consideration of the bill further 1o supply

tainly no propriety that wheh a been pr 1 for
meiit he should be deprivid of his claim tg bounty land.
Surely such ap ti
and end of ti:e law, to anfonosble discharge. He believed |
the construction put upop the law by the Department was
wholly erronecous, and inflirect violation of the spirit if not |
the Létter of the sct.  Cotainly these men ought not o have
been excluded from the Jenefits of the law, nor could he con-
i i construction could have proceeded.
fen made ; and the purpose of the
nt bill was to correjt so strange an interpretation. No

equivalent, in view of the epirit | in another parLof this paper. ]

lefi tes in the appropriations for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1848, [The proceedings on I.hl.i bill will be found

—————

EASTERN RAILROADS,

Strares.—We derive the fullowing tuble of railroad statistics |
(through the Journal of Commerce) from the Boston Trans- |
cript :

doubt the bill shoald be jeted on ; but the question was whe-
ther it should be passed now, without one-half the members
of the House knowing what its provisions were, for the bill
had not been printed. jt involved a large amount of land,
which was equivalent injeffect to involving a large amount of |
mongy, because the soldier had his option to take either land
i in favor of referring the bill to the,
b on the state of the Union first, Le-
ing into a habit of passing bills has-
sflegion, and without reference to com- |
mittees. He insisted hat no Lill ought to be so passed.
In the second place byeause, while he was in favor of ex-
tending every fivileae to men who had periled their |
lives in tho service of the country, and while he gave our little |
army the fullest ereditfor the almost romantic valor they bad |
displayed, and would jn an eepecial manner crown with glory |
the devoted courage eminent services of the velunteers, |
yet he could not forget that there were others equally mrri—!
torious who had not jet received a single acre from the grati- |
tude of their countr '
In the last war fith Gieat Britain, one of the greatest |
Powers of the earily we bad bad voluntee:s who left all the |
comforts of home, and wet in the bloody field a foeman not |
unworthy of their stoel, and ye! there was not a line on the |
Bounty had |
been given t4 those who enlisted to serve during the war, or

ence was made, in consequence of bis promotion for merit, it
surcly oucht to be ratherin bis favor than to his disadvantage. |

Mr. EVANS spoke in defence of the bill, contending that |
s it stood it did not prevent the oflicer who Liad first served |
as a private from receiving his land. Al it did was to show
that there was a class of privates who were nol as meritorious
as others. Men who had not served so long as others (hav-
ing been prevented by circumstances without any fault of
theirs) might be not less entitled to the bounty of the Govern-
ment.  Mr. E. could ser no reason why the amendment was
necessary. 'I'hose who were promoted 1o be officers usually
received that promotin in conseq of superior edueation
or some other external advantage, apart from merit 2s soldicrs.
He hoped the amendnient of the gentleman from 1linois would
not be adopted. Mr. E. utterly disclaimed nll intention or
desiro to deprive the soldier of his right, nor would the hill
have any such effect.
he hoped it would not be adopted.

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired of the Chair whether it would be
in order 1o move that the bill be referred to the Military Com-
mittee * He thought that the House were getting into n very
bad habit of passing bills, be had almost said with indecent
haste. Matiers of much importance were often thus disposed
of without being exsmined, and of which a large part of the
mombere knew little or nothing.

Mr. G. insisted that subjects requiring the action of the
House ought always to be first subjected to the dJeliberate in-
vestigation of a commitiee, They were asked now to pass a
Lill at once, with the nature and operation of which they were
onacquanted, without allowing time for examination or re-
flection. He was wld that these men had served their coun
try with great gallontry. He had no doubt of it. Our sol-
diers were in the habit of doing so. They* had served with
the utmost galluntry in the last war; there were twelve-months
volunteers who had served in that war through the whole term
of their enlistment, and yet had never received the firmt dol-
Inr por a single acre of land. In the frontier war men bad
served yet longer thot that, who bad pever to this bour re-
cuived any reward whatever,  Mr. G. did no# wish to be un-
derstood as opposing this bill; but those who were entiusted
with the power of legisistion were sacredly bound to mete
oat justice with an equal hand.  He was not prepared to pass
on this bill, because he was not acquainted with its merits.
H;hl hoped it would be sent to the Committee on Miliary
Affairs,

Mr. EVANS presumed the gentleman had not listened o
the debate, or he would have learned that the bill had already
been bafore the Military Committee, who were nearly unani-
mous in its favor ; it was now reporied from the Commitice
on the Poblic Lands.

Mr. GIDDINGS then suggested the proprioty of referring
it to the Committer of the Whole on the state of the Union.

Mr. McCLERNAND eaid that if the merite of this bill
were not apparent on s face,

provisions had been well considered, and it would effvet the
olject of extending the broefit of a lnnd warrant to such offi-
cers as had boen promoted from the ranks during the war.
Why should they not receive it 7 The design of the original
bill providing the land bounty hal been to stimulate men to
onier the service, and to reward those who hud faithfully served
their country according to the terms of their enlistmont. Tt
was intended 10 add the motive of interdst 10 the motive of
patriotism, and thus induce men to mlly round the standard
of their country and defend it at the risk of their lives. Such
men deserved rewaed § and Jdid they deserve it less beenuse
personal merit and good behavior had led to their promotion ’
To maintain such a principle woull be to invert every process
of ressoning and ¢ consideration of justice. It would be
1o deleat the very and ohject of the original bill, snd 10
acl against its spirit.

“Mr. MeC. miid be was acquainted with one case which
would illustrate the jus'ice of the provisions of this bill, It
was the case of & volunteer who had gone into the service and
boen promoted, but when a regiment wus to be had
voluntarily gone in‘o the ranksund served asa (though
be was a mon of edueation and talenta.)  Tn the bloody field
of Buena Vista every officer of that company had boen cut
down, and this man been promoted by the choice of the
osmpany 1o be ite and, under the eircumstances, he
could not do otherwise than accept his appointment. It was
his Juty tosceept it.  There """M“‘"mﬁ
the vacanc'es which the foriune of war had croated.

I'he smendment was utnecessary, and |

had been abundantly de- | Deps

monsirated by gentlemen who from a I and per- | it 10 the land law. 1 was very easy for. these excep-
sonsl acquaintance with the subject. Possitly the bill might | tions to0 be Sken, but they must remember that while they
be defeclive in some purticular point, as the gentleman from | Wor® le here they ought fo wiop ‘“.'h' Pig: holes s the
Tilinois (Mr. Ricwanpsox) scemed (o supporo, and had there . | 1awe which p It wo red that in the bounty
fore moved an amendiment 1o meot the case ; but its general | 1and law not do it.  Oar public fonctionaries in ox-

for live & but their officers bad not yet received the first |
dollar, : !

He then, that this bill should go to the Commiltes
of the on the state of the Union for the purpose of an |
amend, which he intended to offer, extending the provi-
sions of this act 1o these meritorious men.

But was another class of men 1o whom the provisions |
of the ack sught 17 be extended—to those brave spirits who,
in the dartest hour of our country’s peril, left all that was |

dear and pariled their lives and their health in our Western {
ware, aghinst a foe more savage than the Mericans,

under Wayne, St. Clair, snd Hsmer. Where was |
the provisisn on the statute book for those men who, when

dangers red thick and fast around them, sacrificed their

lives tomfort—their every thing in the defence of their |
country’s -ights > Many of those gentlemen who day after
duy were rsady to vote hundreds of thousands for those men |
who had | to Mexico forgot those who in other days had |
these bloody scrvices for their country.  Let equal |
done to all , wkile those who had been engoged in |

Let them go back and do justice to the past.

'ff’ ol
vided in another bill, which was either reporied or which
n ey bad by resolution been instructd to report.

Mr. FOLLOCK soid he knew well that during the very

provisions for these persons, but g could be accompli

sult a,

was his desire.  Ho had prepared for this parpose, |
and offer it i this bill were referred to the Committes
of the ‘e ou the state of the Union, an amendment cover-
ing enses. Lot justice be done toall. He hoped that
those wilt were willing to do jostice to our brave soldiers in

Mexieo, would be willing to do justice also to those who in
other tigies defende ] their country and covered themselves with
honor asd glory. :

Mr. BICK snid he had not got the flaor for the purpose of
wasting fme and words to show how glad he would be to do
anple judice to all those who had periled their lives in the
wervice of their country, but because he thought he could ex-
plain one or two points which were not very generally under-
Mﬁw‘ d that the resolution, under the instruc-

this ball had been roported, onginated with him
happened that he had drawn the bill under consi-
placed it in the possession of a member of the

uons of
and it
deration
cam

Mr. E S bogged the gentleman’s pardon. (A laogh.]
He had reported the bill, and he had certsinly not received it
from the

Mr. #nid he alluded to the bill reported by the Com.
mittec on Affaire, and which was amply sufficient in
its details to the emergencies for which it was intendod.

First, 88 tothe objestions which had been made against the

rtment of War in reforence to the construction given by

eccuting theil legislation had to b extremoly goarded, for they
could not B right any how. 'That was demonstrable ¢ for

t of thix Administration to this hour
been a mingle Executive act which had not

been broug Iefare the country and complained of.

Me. H LL and (Mr. W, yielding) ex-
plained that §n the rematks he had made it had not been his
design 10 upon the riment, or charge them with
having done . But under the doubtful wor'dil'ug of the
law it was probable that the Department bad come 10
the bhest podsilide, althongh the law, as construcd
by them, wes unjust in its operstion, e had not intended
to reflect upol the Department.

(w“) remarked that the bounty-land law

prov.ded that shoukl be given to all the soldivrs of
our army W an honvin'de discharge  T'hat phraso
i hanorable " had a technical constructim—it meant
w written over the hand of the commizsiimed ofli:

compuny was withiout & head 1 lead it on o battle it must
have &wn‘ﬂ would any gentleman say that, becaose

the same steps bad been talkien towsrds making [ pally in op
j b | it is designed 1o be extended by a charter from New York
measure was never reached,  To avoid such a re- | from the wosters His of B hiciastts to Try

|
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Sixty-three new railroad projects are before the Legislature

 warwore provided for, let not those of former days | °f Massachusetts, among which is one from 'h"_”““- George
| Grinnell and others, for a railroad from Greenfield to some
ANS, of Maryland, was undenstood to say thal the | point on the State line of New York or Vermont, in the town |
of cases to which the gentleman referred was pro- | e wwiliamuown.  This is designed as a part of another rail- ? from Missouri was true.
| road from the Hudson river 1o Boston,
| it will connect with a railroad already pr

Ator near Greenfiold |

avided lor, and princi- 1

tion, vin Fitchburg to Boston ; while at the west |

The route is
difficult, but probably not more so than that of the Westorn
railtoad. At Greenfleld, on Connecticut river, the route of
the proposed road runs near forty miles north of the Western,
from which river, going west or enst, the two routes gradually
eonverge. Thenew rond, if constructed, will be twenty miles
shorter than the Boston and Albany road, and the grades, we
believe, will be on the whole shorter, though along the Hoosie
mountsin they will be sixty feet to the mile. 1t war proposed
to go through this mountsin by a tunnel four miles long ¢ bat
this idea, we believe, has been abandoned.

Mr. Senator Dow xs has reesived a lotter from Col. Pensi
ren F. Sxuurn, the Governor of Mexico, of the 9ih of Feb-
ruary, who recommends the adoptiun of the treaty in very
urgent terms.  He beliewes it wns made in good faith by the
existing Government, which, ho says, without the assistanes
of ratification on the part of the United States, and the pres-
tigre it would afford to political affsis in Mexico, capnot dand
six weeks. He says an srmy of eigh'y thousand men would |
be necessary to continue operitions, and thet it cannot be |
masintained by contsibutions on the enemy, ss the resources
of supply are necessarily diminished by he inerease of our |
force. 1f we shou!d retire, he contemplates an army of twen-
ty thousand men, in four divisions, as necessary to hold the
conotty adopted. The present Government is lisble ty pro-
nanciamentos, snd all the other paraphernalia so readily em-
ployed by Mezicans 1o overthrow nuthority, lug this reason |
he sdvocates the tresty ¢ and, further, beenase he thinks |
other GGovernment can be established that will be sufficiently ‘
Arong to treat, T letter was read to the Senate.— Corres- |

|

pondence of ihe North American.

Official sunouncement has heen made in England chang-
ing the days of saiting of the English steamers,  The suiling |
days from America of the above steamers, from Boston and
New Yu?;, will bo changed from Saturdsy 10 Wednesday, |
commencing on Wednesday, the Bth of April, instead of =at-
urduy, the 8th.  No olterntion will take place in the sailing |
dayh from Liserpool, which will continue to be Sstarday. 1o
weokly sailings will commence friom Liverpool on the Sth of |
April, and from America on the 4th of Muay.

At a Fire whith occurred at New York st Seturlay
. amil which eonsumed mw'?hl or ten buildings, a
man, aged 50 yoors, named William B, G. We'sh, avd his
three children, all perishel] in the flames of their dwellinz.
The mother, Mary Anu Welsh, was 50 badly burnt that e
died the vext day. The facts elicited before the coroner's jury
make it evident that this heartrending eatastrophe was the
result of a drauken quarrek
Newanx, Now Jerscy, alfords probably -d‘ the bistex- |
amples in the country of the of manufactur ¢ o a |

cor, el that the ipdividual had been honorably dis-
charged fromithe service of the country,  In all legislation,
in common it had never received any other moni-
ing. 1 was not an ** honorable dis
éharge. an oversight in their legislation. When
the bounty- was under consideration it was not fore-
ween that would become officers by election —probably
it wae not ght of. But the facia had turned out that in
cane of “who die or who resign, their places most be
filld, and by election. 'T'he votes, the free sullrages of
their com m in arme, were the higheet evidence of their
merit. eonssquonce of their beéing promoted they

In 1826 Newark had only a population of 8,017 in
tuwn. n " ¥ -
babitants | now its population amounts to about 30,000 |

the bill of the gentloman from

67, nays 88,

question was then put and refused : Yeas 63, ¢

| case numbwr 48,

the enlargement from time to time of ils terms, from an eadly
period down to the recent change, by which the commence-
ment of ils session was altered from the first Monday in Janu-
ary to the first Monday in December. He read tabular state-
ments of the condition of its docket and the number of cases
disposed of during a succession of years, and went on to enu-
merute the Slates from which the eases came that were now

ty to examine the provisians | on the docket, and thereby showed that in this bil suitors
from the distant States had the deepest intesest; and be then
at great length urged, with much earnestuess, the passage of

the bill
Mr. BOWLIN spoke at grest length in ition and in
advocacy of an amendment which he prop Oppt:llm te for

Mr. STEPHENS moved the previous question.
Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved to lay the bill upon
the table ; which motion was decided in the negutive - Yeas

The q ding the demand ﬁr

on the previous
y8 T6.

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, movedl to amend the bill
by striking out the words ** two years,” and inserting *‘ one
year,” 80 as to limit the operation of the bill for one year.

Mr. T. said he was convinced that some reform should be

Raitmoans 1 Massacuuserrs axp Tas AnjoiNiNe | madein the judiciary system ol this country. It was required by

the number of appeals from all sections of the country. He
had come to the House this morning delermined not to sup-
| port this bill ; but he was frank to confess that the remarks of
the chairman of the Commitice on the Judiciary had induced
I him to change his mind. - He understaod the honorable gen-
| fleman to say he would introduce a bill for the reform of the
| judiciary. It was not possible for the House st this time o
| go into a consideration of the revision of the whole system ;
but any one who was familiar with the number of cases snd
the progress of business before the Supreme Court must be
convinced that absolute injustice was perpetrated on the clients
before that Court.  He would mention one case : and from
| this they might judge of others. His attention had teen call-
| ed to it by one of his constituents. It was a case involving
| $18,000, and was bought up to the Supreme Court by sppeat
[ in 1844, and entered on the docket of 1844-"45. It was coa-
tinued on the docket of 1845-"46, 1846-"47, and was now
| on the docket of 1847-"48, pumber 65, there being some
Mr. J. R. Ixcensorr. The Court has just got beyond

-
Mr. Tuoxrsox (continuing) said it would be impossible to

reach it during thie session of the Court, unless eome bill of
this character passed Congress, Now, as to the

| twenty cuses before it.

necessary
| result of this delsy on the parties ; £18,000 were involyed in

the y : the defeated party brought it up with no
expeciation of success in the sppeal, but for the benefit of the
deley. They refused 1o submit it to the Court on printed ar-
' ts, but insisted 1 should nppear. The con-
sequence was that the party who had jostice on his side was
about to be sold out, having been deprived of jastice for four
vemis, ond was in 8 desperale conditon. ‘That was but one
case. He knew not bow many cases there were of a si-
milar character, He thought the House shoold take the sub-
jeet into consileration and adopt some system, il it were pos-
sivle, by which these judges could be constrained to greater
progress, or be ensbied to make greater progress, (as it was
said they were now unable todo.)  For his part, he found that
the inciessing the length of the terms which held bad
not increased the number of cases disposed of. He went into

| somre detsils to show the fact that the dispatch of business was

not as great before that Court now as formerly.

Now, it was of the utmost moment to_the State which he
had the bonor in part to represent that they should bave the
circuit judges go thero ; and he was in doubt whether it was
of more importance to have the Supreme Court deciding here
or going into the cireuit of Mississippi. But he thought it
was hetier that they should go on bere and attempt to clear
the docket. With this object he moved the amendment of
one yesr. If sdopted, it would enable this Congress—upon
whom he thought was devolved the daty—to change the jo-
diciny system within that time. For himself, he was con-
vinced that mueh of that which was said by the gentlemen

Il we once relieved the Supreme

Court judges from circuit court attendance even for a limited
time, he was afraid they would never again sttend to circuit
court dutics ; and the result would be that we would have
nine judges for life fastened upon this Government. But on
account of the largeness of docket he was willing to re-
lieve them from the performance of circuit duties for one yesr,
hoping (i thers would be a reform in our judicial system.

ilr suggested a change in the places for holling the court,
and suggested that it should sit in two different pla-es of the
Union for the aceommcdation of suitors and parties of the legal
profession. He also intimated that Washington, during the
excitemont of a sesion of Congress, was less favorable for the
dispatch of business than any other place would be.  He sug-
gosted a reconsiruction of the apurt itsclf, bot reserved the ex
pression of his opinion on that puint uniil 8 promised bill ta
reform the Jodiciary should come up for discussion, and con-
eluded by urging the adoption of his amrudment.

Mr. VINTON said this was not a bill, he thought, for the
relief of the Supreme Court, but for the relief of its suitors.
He could lear testimony to the truthfulness of the remarks of
the gentleman from Mississippi. e hal a causeon the docket
himself which had been there for three years without being
reached, and this fact, be was of opinion, wa¥ an inducement
with some parties to carry up their cases, a8 thereby they
availed themselves of the delay which an appeal produced. To
appeal to the Supreme Court of the United Biates was in ma-
ny cases an absolute debial of justice, and something should
be done to remedy the existing evil.  If oné year would be
sufficient 10 enable the judges to dispose of the business on the
doeket, he should be content W sdopt the amendment of the
& from Mississippis lut he believed the number of
cases wis one hundred apdd fifty or one hundred and sixty.

Mr. J. R, INGERSOLL. After disposing of thoss that
wouhl be disposrd of during the present term

Mr. VINTON had excluded those decided daring the pre-
sent term, which ‘were about forty in number,  “T'o dispose of
those, however, the Court had sat since ihe first Monday in
December ; and at that iate he feared one yoar would not be
sufficient 1o dispose of those which remained.

Mr. CLINGMAN moved the previous question, which was

ed : and, onder its operaion, the amendmwent of Mr.
Tuomreox was agroed to. - 2

“T'he question was then puton the substitute for the bill which
was offered on a previous day by Mr. Bowriw, and it was

jreteld.

The hill was then ordered to be m-‘.u“' read a third
time : aml, being ongroesed, was a third time,

The question, ** Seall the bill pass *” was decided in
aflirmative : Yeas B9, nays 59, - '

. the bill was passed and sent to the Senate for concurrence.

The following is the bill as it passed : &

A TILL sapp'ements] to the aet entitled ** An net concerning:
‘llu- Sw uptgn Court of the United States,” approved June

17, 164, ;

He it enacted, Le. That, for anl during the term of one
year trom the pessing of this act, it shall Inle the duty of the
Justices of the Supreme Conrt to attend noy sireuit sourt, and
the huli";‘ﬂ :ij‘w ﬂllprr?e':ﬁmsl‘ﬂ shall I.‘ *l‘:

teguion of ¢ ustices of { ipreme power
::ljn.urn hm':i:::hm lim:i hlll";“u s ul soch
timnes andd wii intervals as pressure ay
permit and require : Provided, That ] eontained
shull be construed to take away the uny Justiee of the

to any terms of the

Su reme Court, in hinl.:l.h 3ol g M Ao
woper eireuit court w may . : tor
Lluu:v:ﬁ: hi:‘np‘nim the publie interest m.

his strendanee st the Supreme Court may, ry or

ineonvenience, be dispensed with,




